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INTRODUCTION

Uhrusk is a small town located in the Lu-
blin region, in Włodawa county, in the 
municipality of Wola Uhruska, nearby 
regional road 816 Dorohusk–Włodawa. 
Uhrusk, in terms of physical and geo-
graphical location, is situated in the east-
ern part of Polesie Lubelskie – a land 
with the character of a vast plain with 
numerous swamps, peat bogs and lakes. 
Small changes in the natural environ-
ment have led to this region preserving 
many of its natural assets. Near the vil-
lage, there are forests forming part of the 
Sobibór Landscape Park and, at the same 
time, a state border with Ukraine – the 
Bug river. Uhrusk is the oldest commune 
town. The building of currently func-
tioning Orthodox church was erected in 
1849 as a Greek Catholic temple founded 
by the owner of the local estates, Laura 
Kirsztejnowa. The object is maintained 
in a classicist-Byzantine style with neo-
-Romanesque and neo-Gothic elements. 
The iconostasis comes from the late 
19th century, and it is supplemented by 
17th and 18th centuries icons moved 
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from the destroyed Orthodox church in 
Zbereż. This church is strongly inscribed 
in the history, culture and tradition of the 
Orthodox region. In 2017, on the initia-
tive of the Dialog Foundation in Lublin, 
a general renovation of the temple build-
ing was funded from the Regional Op-
erational Program of the Lublin Region. 
The surroundings of the church also re-
quire restoration preceded by in-depth 
interdisciplinary research. The work 
presents the restoration process of the 
dendrofl ora around the object applying 
the latest computer techniques.

The main purpose of the work is the 
method used to identify trees in danger 
of falling, thanks to the use of compu-
ter tools. Technical achievements that 
signifi cantly extend the analytical and 
research capabilities in the reconstruc-
tion of historical objects are develop-
ing rapidly, but are being implemented 
very slowly in practice. When it comes 
to assessing trees for removal or care, 
most decisions are based on subjective 
assessments and, more rarely, invasive 
methods are used for this purpose. Non-
-invasive methods using, among others, 
sound waves for evaluation have been 
used since the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury, but they are still not widely applied. 
On the basis of the dendrological inven-
tory and analysis of historical materials, 
a concept for restoring the surroundings 
of the temple was created. The research 
was carried out in 2017–2018.

MATERIALS

The work was carried out in two stages. 
The fi rst stage of the work consisted in the 
analysis of source materials – old maps, 

iconography and inventory in archives, 
libraries and at the Regional Offi ce for 
the Protection of Monuments in Lub-
lin. The second stage was fi eld research. 
During the fi eld studies, the actual state 
of affairs and the dendrological descrip-
tion of 11 trees was recorded. Their basic 
dendrometric measurements were taken 
(trunk circumference, crown range and 
tree height) and the health condition of 
the trees was described in detail. Spe-
cies were determined based on profes-
sional dendrological literature (Seneta 
and Dolatowski 2012). All work relat-
ed to the measurements of objects was 
made using a measuring tape and a laser 
rangefi nder. The trunk circumferences 
were measured to an accuracy of 1 cm 
at a height of 130 cm above the ground 
using a measuring tape. The crown pro-
jection diameter was measured using 
a Leica DISTO D5 Laser Rangefi nder. 
When describing the condition of the 
trees, special attention was paid to the 
trunk health condition (possible necro-
sis of the trunk, cavities, rifts, traces of 
insect feeding, fruiting bodies of mush-
rooms, trunk inclination), crowns (dried 
branches, broken branches, asymmetry). 
Studies carried out with the help of spe-
cialist diagnostic equipment in the form 
of a PiCUS® Sonic Tomograph 3 were 
also important for the inventory.

The diagnostics of the tree trunks in-
teriors using computer tomography ena-
bled us to learn about the health status 
of their internal structures without the 
necessity of invasive drilling. The sonic 
tomograph has enabled the non-invasive 
measurement of the health condition of 
a tree trunk interior in terms of detecting 
rot, emptiness or touchwood using sound 
waves (Göcke et al. 2007, Brazee et al. 
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2011). The complete measuring apparatus 
for tomographic examinations includes: 
central unit, sensors placed around the 
trunk of the tree in an amount depend-
ing on its circumference, connected to 
plates driven into the trunk with staples 
and specialized software. Sensors meas-
ure the time of sound wave propagation 
within the wood caused by the impact of 
an electronic hammer. The distances be-
tween the sensors were between 15 and 
50 cm and were measured with the use of 
the PiCUS Calliper. The results, after be-
ing processed by the software, are color-
ful tomograms that show changes taking 
place inside the tree trunks. When ana-
lyzing the results obtained with the use 
of the tomograph, particular attention 
should be paid to the color scheme of the 
image determining the so-called wood 
density map. Individual colors mean dif-
ferent velocities of sound propagation 
within the trunk depending on the elas-
ticity and density of the wood. Colors 
from light brown to black correspond 
to a range of 60–100% of the maximum 
speed of the sound, which means living 
healthy tissue. Different shades of green 
correspond to 40–60% of the speed of 
the sound, which indicates a slight dete-
rioration in wood structure. Pink means 
sound propagation ranging from 20 to 
40% and the color from blue to white in 
the range of 20–0% (the slowest speed 
of the sound). These are therefore the 
areas with the weakest structure, where 
damage and intense wood decay are tak-
ing place (Chomicz 2007, 2010). Yellow 
lines on the trunk cross-section suggest 
the occurrence of internal cracks, which 
are extremely dangerous due to the fact 
that there are often no obvious external 
symptoms that could confi rm this. The 

thicker the line, the greater the risk of 
such a situation. Meanwhile, the red line 
on the tomogram shows the boundary 
wall thickness, which makes it possible 
to set a limit on the minimum mechanical 
strength of the tree trunk. Such data are 
helpful in calculating the so-called t/R 
coeffi cient, i.e. the ratio of healthy wood 
(t) to the radius of the tree trunk (R). Ac-
cording to the available literature, the t/R 
ratio should not be lower than 0.33 and, 
for trees with hidden cavities, even 0.3 
(Kane et al. 2001, Hayes 2002, Suchocka 
2012, Mattheck et al. 2015). All values 
below this limit increase the risk of the 
tree breaking unexpectedly. The risk in-
creases even more when the trunk’s inte-
rior is infected by fungal pathogens.

The age of trees is estimated and we 
should not be misled by excessive dis-
parities. This can be infl uenced by many 
factors (environmental conditions, soil 
fertility, soil moisture, growth rate or ge-
netic factors), therefore plantings from 
the same period may vary considerably 
in age range (Szczepanowska et al. 2010, 
Mydłowska 2014). 

On the basis of the dendrological in-
ventory and analysis of historical materi-
als, the concept for the restoration of the 
garden around the temple was created.

RESULTS

Historical outline of the object

Chronicle sources from 1204 provide in-
formation about the town that was given 
to Prince Aleksander Wsiewłodowicz. 
In the Hipacowska chronicle from 1218, 
there is a note that the castle was ex-
tended by the Prince of Halych, Daniel 
Romanowicz. At that time, a monastery 
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of Saint Elijah and a Cathedral Orthodox 
church of the Blessed Virgin Mary were 
erected. At the same time, Prince Da-
niel established the Uhrusk diocese, the 
fi rst bishop of which was a Greek priest 
named Azaf. In this way, Uhrusk became 
the capital of the Vladimir-Halych princi-
pality at the time, as the prince moved his 
headquarters here from distant Halych.
Around 1240, Daniel transferred the 
capital of the duchy and the seat of the 
eparchy to Chełm, which contributed 
to the decline of Uhrusk’s importance 
(Mironowicz 2011). In the 13th and 
14th centuries, Uhrusk was the property 
of the Vladimir-Halych princes from the 
Romanowicz dynasty. After incorporat-
ing Chełm Land into the Kingdom of Po-
land in 1366, Uhrusk became the king’s 
property, which Władysław Jagiełło gave 
to the Boyar of Olechno (Aleksandr) 
Dymitrowicz “Biały” in 1414. In the 17th 
and 18th centuries, the owners of Uhrusk 
were, among others, the Krzywczyckis, 
the Dłużewskis, the Ledóchowskis. In 
the 17th century, the Orthodox parish to-
gether with the entire Orthodox Chełm 
eparchy became part of the structures of 
the Uniate (Greek Catholic) church. In 
1875, the Russian partitioning powers 
liquidated the Uniate Chełm eparchy and 
forcibly incorporated it into the struc-
tures of the Orthodox Church. The clas-
sical Orthodox church of the Dormition 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Uhrusk, 
owned by the parish of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Włodawa, 
was founded in 1849 as a Uniate Or-
thodox Church. Next to the church, the 
remains of the cemetery have been pre-
served. In 1822, General Henryk Ignacy 
Kamieński bought and consolidated the 
Uhrusk property, which he then passed 

on to his son, Henryk Kamieński. In 
1852, Henryk Kamieński gave Uhrusk 
to his sister Laura Suffczyńska. The next 
owners of Uhrusk were: Jan Rusiecki, 
Henryka from the Rusieckis Izbińska, 
Leonard Ruszkowski and Leon Ma-
tuszewski. In 1881, the property was 
purchased by Mieczysław Niemirycz, 
whose son Stanisław was (until 1944) 
the last successor of Uhrusk.

As already mentioned, the fi rst Or-
thodox church in Uhrusk was erected 
around 1220. Another Orthodox temple 
in Uhrusk was founded before 1429. The 
third church was built in 1785 from the 
foundation of Barbara Noskowska. It was 
a wooden building (Brykowski and Smu-
likowska 1975, Pelica 2009). The build-
ing of the currently functioning church 
was erected in 1849 as a Greek Catholic 
temple founded by the owner of the local 
estates, Laura Kirsztejnowa. The build-
ing was built in the vicinity of the older 
church, but during the construction of the 
new one, the older building was demol-
ished, due to its poor technical condition. 
The building became the property of the 
Russian Orthodox Church after liqui-
dation of the Uniate Chełm diocese in 
1875. As part of the interior adaptation to 
the requirements of the Orthodox liturgy, 
two side altars of the temple were juxta-
posed to create an iconostasis. Probably 
at the same time, the tower-belfry was 
added to the building (1893 at the latest). 
In 1907, after the general renovation of 
the building and the restoration of its 
structure, the church was re-consecrated 
(Cynalewska-Kuczma 2004).

In 1915, the Orthodox inhabitants of 
Uhrusk decided to become refugees. The 
Orthodox church was abandoned and 
in the same year it was seriously dev-
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astated. The following year, it suffered 
additional losses due to fi re, and during 
the Polish-Bolshevik war of 1920, it was 
devastated once again. Then in 1920, the 
temple was reactivated and became the 
seat of the Orthodox parish. In the years 
1920–1927, it was renovated (Cynalew-
ska-Kuczma 2004, Pelica 2009).

In 1944, the church was damaged 
during military operations. After the end 
of the Second World War and the dis-
placement of the Ukrainian population 
to the USSR and Kosyń, 252 people of 
the Orthodox religion remained. In the 
same year, as part of the “Wisła” Ope-
ration, almost all Orthodox inhabitants 
were deported from Uhrusk, and the par-
ish suspended its activities. According to 
some sources, the church was reopened 
in 1957, according to others it happened 
the following year. The state authori-
ties then expressed their consent to the 
opening of two new Orthodox churches 
in the Lublin region – in Zamość and in 
Uhrusk. In the case of the Uhrusk church, 
this meant its parish was subordinated to 
Włodawa. The state authorities agreed to 
open both temples because the hierarchs 
of the Polish Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church argued that its functioning would 
enable missionary activity among Greek 
Catholics. The closed church – during 
the period when it was not used by fol-
lowers – was looked after by the Catho-
lic Church. After opening the building, 
it turned out that valuable elements of 
its fi ttings had been stolen or destroyed. 
Therefore, some elements of the fi ttings 
of Saint George’s Orthodox church in 
Zbereż, which was destroyed in 1938, 
were moved to the church. According to 
another source, this happened in 1960. 
Six years later, the entire iconostasis of 

the Uhrusk church was restored (Wyso-
cki 2011). The church is now entered in 
the register of monuments as number 
A/133/39.

Architecture of the building 
and interior design

The Orthodox church in Uhrusk was 
erected on a longitudinal plan, and after 
the construction of the tower, it became 
a three-part building. The nave of the 
temple – was built on a rectangular plan 
and covered with a gable roof. The three-
part presbytery (with two sacristies) is 
simply closed and also covered with a ga-
ble roof. The tower-belfry of the church 
is built on a square plan, and rises above 
the vestibule. The belfry is covered with 
a multi-layered roof, covered with sheet 
metal. The style of the building is de-
fi ned as classicist-Byzantine with neo-
-Romanesque and neo-Gothic elements 
(Brykowski and Smulikowska 1975).

Against the background of Uniate 
temples erected in the Lublin region in 
the same period, the Uhrusk Orthodox 
church is distinguished by decorative 
architectural details. On the belfry, the 
frieze passes into the triangular end of 
the façade; a similar motif is used in the 
modest neo-Romanesque portal adorn-
ing the entrance to the temple. The portal 
is made up of two Tuscan pilasters and 
a semicircular archivolt. The windows 
of the building are arched, except for the 
rectangular window in the altar room. 
The fact that the Orthodox church in 
Uhrusk never became a Roman Catho-
lic church (unlike many other Eastern 
Christian churches in the region) makes 
it possible to draw conclusions about 
the original appearance of Uniate nine-
teenth-century churches in the Lublin re-
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gion and the way they were rebuilt after 
the change of religion to the Orthodox 
(Cynalewska-Kuczma 2004).

The iconostasis in the Uhrusk church 
has elements, that most probably come 
from the older church in this town, was 
made in the 18th century. In the fi nial, 
there are icons of saints John, Mark and 
Matthew. The temple is also fi tted with 
three antique Uniate icons: eighteenth-
-century images of the Virgin Mary and 
Saint Nicholas (folk painting with fea-
tures of the Baroque style) and an older 
seventeenth-century icon of the Virgin 
Mary. In the church, there is also a fere-
tory with the fi gures of the Archangel 
Michael and the Virgin Mary (mod-
eled on the icon of the Virgin Mary in 
Chełm). There is also a pacifi c made of 
brass depicting Jesus crucifi ed against 
a background of the view of Jerusalem 
and the fi gure of God the Father in the 
fi nial. On the reverse of the pacifi c, there 
was the date of completion and an inscrip-
tion of unknown content, both illegible 
(Brykowski and Smulikowska 1975).

Inventory of the surroundings

In 2017, the building of the temple was 
under renovation (Figs. 1, 2). The area 
of the plot is partially fenced – from 
the main street side there is a gate and 
a brick fence. Around the temple, the 
former Orthodox church cemetery is lo-
cated, with one preserved gravestone in 
the south-eastern part of the plot. There 
are 11 trees growing within the proper-
ty’s boundaries, of different ages and 
health status.

In total, 11 trees were documented 
on the site, among which the following 
dominate: common ash (Fraxinus excel-

sior L.) and small-leaved linden (Tilia 
cordata Mill.). In addition to the above 
there are also: Norway maple (Acer pla-
tanoides L.), horse-chestnut (Aesculus 
hippocastanum L.) and common pear 
(Pyrus communis L.). Among them, 
there are self-seedings and those that 
were planted without an accepted com-
position, on the borders of the plot. 

The management plan for the tree 
stands assumes the removal of three trees 
for sanitary and investment reasons. Cor-
rection and sanitary cutting of branches 
should include all other trees. In the case 
of one ash specimen, the use of elastic 
tapes is suggested. Selected tree tomo-
grams are shown in Table 2.

FIGURE 1. View of the south facade of the Ortho-
dox church (photo by M. Dudkiewicz, 2017)

FIGURE 2. View of the east facade of the Ortho-
dox church (photo by M. Dudkiewicz, 2017)
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TABLE 1. Species and quantitative list of trees in the area of study

Latin name English name Quantity (pcs)
Acer platanoides L. Norway maple 1
Aesculus hippocastanum L. horse-chestnut 1
Fraxinus excelsior L. common ash 6
Pyrus communis L. common pear 1
Tilia cordata Mill. small-leaved linden 2

TABLE 2. Results of a detailed dendrological inventory of selected tree specimens

Name Notes / health condition Instructions
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circumference of the trunk at a height of 1.3 m: 155 cm
height: 13.6 m
range of the crown: 10 m
approximate age: 88 years

Sparse, tall crown, with numerous branch breaks. Foci of mistle-
toe. A lot of branch deadwood 60%. Trunk leans 5% towards 
the west. Small swelling caused by scars and traces of cracks on 
the trunk. Crown extended to the west with damaged top (bro-
ken guide). In the boughs, protruding bark and tissue necro-
sis with numerous traces of insect feeding. Wood with slightly 
weakened structure and the beginning of destruction occupies the 
core part of the trunk (21 × 12.5 cm). Health condition – poor.

To be removed for 
sanitary reasons and 
high risk of the trunk 
breaking due to its 
low t/R ratio – be-
low the safe limit.
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circumference of the trunk at a height of 1.3 m: 145 cm
height: 11 m
range of the crown: 8 m
approximate age: 49 years

Crown extended to the west. The beginning of the crown at a height
of 4 m. Large branch deadwood (30%). The stem is divided into 
two guides on a height of 3 m. U-shaped fork. Guide from the so-
uth with broken tip. Numerous hollows created by broken branches. 
Small abrasions of the bark. Slight puffi ness on the trunk. Visible 
symptoms of feeding by chestnut stag beetle (Cameraria ohri-
della). The inside of the trunk at the measurement height in very 
good condition. General condition of the tree on an average level.

Removal of dead-
wood; sanitary cut-
ting; slight correc-
tion of the crown. 
Raking and burning 
of autumn leaves to 
combat pests; during 
the growing season, 
the use of phero-
mone or sticky traps.
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circumference of the trunk at a height of 1.3 m: 185 cm
height: 21 m
range of the crown: 7 m
approximate age: 98 years

High crown. Trunk branching into two guides at a height of 10 m. 
U-shaped fork. From the east place on the cut branch at a height 
of 5 m with no clear signs of scarring on the edges of the wound. 
Numerous frost bars. From the base of the trunk to a height of 3.5 m, 
necrosis with well-developed callus tissue around the edges. Depar-
ting patches of bark from the east revealing wood (200 × 30 cm).

Indicated strength-
ening of guides with 
elastic tapes; protec-
tion against infection 
of exposed wood lay-
ers, sanitary cutting.



10     M. Dudkiewicz

Design concept

In the case of greenery restoration in 
the area of a historic sacral building, the 
basic principle of the study should be to 
refer to the historical selection of species 
in such facilities and planning plantings 
in accordance with the principles of reli-
gious symbolism (Baldock 1994, Misiak 
2010, Szcześniak 2014, Szary 2015, Ku-
jawska and Łuczaj 2016). 

Formerly, the location of temples was 
not accidental. The main rule in erecting 
a church was locating it in a place marked 
by miracle, revelation or ardent faith of 
the followers. Buildings were also harmo-
niously integrated into nature. Today, the 
surroundings of the old Orthodox chur-
ches are often the last refuge for old, tall 
trees. Among numerous, contemporary 
transformations of the country landscape, 
the old temples surrounded by greenery 

remind us of our quest for harmony with 
the world. The arrangement of the church’s 
surroundings in Uhrusk mainly includes 
the following colors: blue (the main color 
in the interior of the temple), green, white 
and brown. The blue color symbolizes the 
sky; it also signifi es hope and the mystery 
of being. Green is the color of spring and 
rebirth. In iconography, green is the herald 
of the Holy Spirit and the color of John the 
Evangelist as well as many prophets. The 
white color in symbolism of the Orthodox 
church means God’s revelation and glory. 
White is an expression of joy and festive 
mood; it also symbolizes purity, inno-
cence, God’s wisdom, joy and happiness. 
The color brown symbolizes the material 
world, humility and poverty (Uścinowicz 
1997, Keczyński and Keczyńska 1999, 
Kępkowicz and Gawryluk 2009).

An important criterion in the selec-
tion of plantings was religious and folk 

TABLE 2 cont.

Name Notes / health condition Instructions
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circumference of the trunk at a height of 1.3 m: 180 cm
height: 23 m
range of the crown: 7 m
approximate age: 95 years

One-sided crown, directed to the east, which may adversely impact 
the stability of the tree due to the shift of the center of gravity. Bro-
ken branches at different heights from the west side. Numerous ju-
venile shoots (so-called wolves). Dried branches, about 20%. The 
tree grows on the border of the plot on a small hill. Numerous swel-
lings on the trunk and a large number of broken branches. Interfe-
res with the planned construction of the fence. At the base of the 
trunk, a cavity reaching 20 cm into the trunk 30 × 30 cm. In the hol-
lows on both sides of the trunk, visible fruiting bodies of fungi. At 
a height of 1.7 m, a broken branch with a hollow on scarred edges. 
Outbreaks of wood with a weakened structure and with advanced on-
set of decomposition are located to the east side of the trunk interior 
(26 × 34 and 16 × 10 cm) at a height of 50 cm from the ground sur-
face. The overall health condition of the tree is just reasonable, de-
spite the relatively high mechanical strength of the trunk (t/R = 0.34).

To be felled due to 
its interfering with 
a planned fence.
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symbolism, aesthetic values and resist-
ance to frost. The project assumes plant-
ing uniform, compact groups of plants 
that provide the best decorative effects 
during seasonal fl owering.

The project involves the introduction 
of new trees, shrubs and perennials that 
increase the attractiveness of the property 
as well as highlighting its sacral charac-
ter. This vegetation is to supplement and 
enrich the existing stand. Closer to the 
church, nobler plants, i.e. boxwood ever-
green, ‘Nostalgia’ rose and ‘Little Lime’ 
bouquet hydrangea will be introduced. 
A hedge of cut boxwood is planned near 
the entrance in the southern part of the 
area. Symmetrically, a similar fl owerbed 
with boxwood borders will be located 
behind the church building. It was de-
cided to use hedges to emphasize the 
layout of the compositional and aesthetic 
frame of the building. In the hedge, we 
propose creating larger, rhythmic spheri-
cal forms. Along the side walls of the 
church, boxwood passes into fl owerbeds 
shaped like mandorlas (almonds). White 
and red roses and/or white hydrangeas 
are planned inside. In front of the en-
trance to the temple, a column of decora-
tive cherry is proposed. Due to the old 
graves, large plantings of periwinkle are 
planned to provide cover. This will facil-
itate the maintenance of the property and 
reduce the area of lawns that would have 
to be mown regularly. It is also planned 
to introduce the ‘Krossa Regal’ funkia 
and ferns – ostrich plume. The plot from 
the north side will be protected by a low 
variety of lime. Also on the south side of 
the plot, there will be symmetrical tree 
plantings. In the lawn, planting single-
-color, large groups of crocuses is pro-
posed. A strong red accent will be pro-

vided by the rather large, red-leaved tree 
in the south-east part of the property.

The area will be fi tted with two 
benches with backrests, a rubbish bin 
and an information board presenting the 
history of this Orthodox church. All el-
ements will be in the appropriate color, 
thus ensuring the area is aesthetically 
coherent.

The concept of the garden meets the 
needs of its contemporary users: clergy, 
followers and tourists. The plant species 
proposed create a composition emphasiz-
ing the seriousness of the place, as well 
as being suited to the habitat (stand, ex-
hibition) and compatible with the land-
scape (Figs. 3, 4).

SUMMARY

The main assumption of the study was 
to examine the effi ciency of the use and 
potential of sonic tomography in the res-
toration of a garden in a sacral area. The 
need for such research results from the 
need of Polish conservators and land-
scape architects for new methods and 
tools supporting spatial shaping. The 
research confi rmed the legitimacy of the 
application of the chosen method and the 
accurate selection of tools suitable for 
researching cultural heritage. The col-
lected data formed the basis for informa-
tion on the stand stock and served as the 
basis for the development of the Ortho-
dox church’s surrounding design.

The safety of persons and property in 
the area where the historic tree stand is 
growing is very important and requires 
the use of precise techniques to detect 
wood decay and other types of struc-
tural defects inside tree trunks. In the 
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area covered by the dendrological inven-
tory, 11 trees were located, among which 
highland ashes and small-leaved limes 
were predominant. The trees seriously 
threatened the church building, parish-
ioners and tourists. Thanks to the use 
of sound tomography, the threats were 
quickly diagnosed and restoration work 
was carried out.
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Streszczenie: Zastosowanie PiCUS® Sonic 
Tomograph 3 w badaniach dziedzictwa Lubel-
szczyzny – rewaloryzacja cerkwi pw. Zaśnięcia 
Najświętszej Maryi Panny w Uhrusku. Uhrusk 
jest to niewielka miejscowość położona w woje-
wództwie lubelskim. Świątynia usytuowana jest 
na obrzeżach wsi, na niskim wzniesieniu, na któ-

rym w średniowieczu znajdował się gród założo-
ny przez Daniela Halickiego. Cerkiew istniała tu 
przed 1220 rokiem i przez pierwsze dekady funk-
cjonowania miała status soboru. Budynek obecnie 
funkcjonującej cerkwi został wzniesiony w 1849 
roku jako świątynia greckokatolicka, z fundacji 
właścicielki miejscowych dóbr Laury Kirsztejno-
wej. W 1915 roku cerkiew została porzucona, gdy 
prawosławni mieszkańcy Uhruska udali się na 
wygnanie. W latach 1920–1927 była remontowa-
na w związku ze znacznymi stratami, jakie ponio-
sła w czasie pierwszej wojny światowej i wojny 
polsko-bolszewickiej. Obiekt był ponownie czyn-
ny w latach 1920–1947, gdy został zamknięty po 
wywózkach prawosławnych Ukraińców w ramach 
akcji „Wisła”. Pod koniec lat pięćdziesiątych cer-
kiew przywrócono do użytku liturgicznego jako 
fi lię parafi i we Włodawie. Styl budowli określa 
się jako klasycystyczno-bizantyjski z elementa-
mi neoromańskimi i neogotyckimi. W 2017 roku 
z inicjatywy lubelskiej Fundacji Dialog rozpo-
częto remont generalny świątyni i jej otoczenia. 
Badania prowadzono w latach 2016–2017. Istotne 
w inwentaryzacji dendrologicznej było zastoso-
wanie specjalistycznej aparatury diagnostycznej 
– PiCUS® Sonic Tomograph 3. Łącznie na te-
renie opracowania zinwentaryzowano 11 drzew 
w różnym wieku i stanie zdrowotnym. Na podsta-
wie zebranego materiału przedstawiono kierunki 
rewaloryzacji otoczenia cerkwi.

Słowa kluczowe: tomografi a dźwiękowa, PiCUS® 
Sonic Tomograph 3, Uhrusk, cerkiew
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