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Abstract

Specimens of gastric mucosa of 17 free-ranging wild boars (Sus scrofa) shot in the Central Poland
during 2007/2008 hunting season were investigated for the presence of Helicobacter species. His-
topathology, Helicobacter genus-specific 16S TRNA PCR, and DNA sequence analysis were em-
ployed. In PCR analysis the presence of Helicobacter’s DNA was detected in one stomach. Obtained
sequence analysis showed its relatedness to Helicobacter heilmannii type 2. In histopathology of the
PCR-positive sample the presence of tightly coiled spiral bacteria was detected on the surface of the
antral mucosa, in gastric pits and lumen of the upper parts of antral glands. Potential pathologic
significance of the presence of Helicobacter in the stomach of free-ranging wild boars was obscured by
the parasitic invasion-caused gastritis, and remains unknown.

Key words: wild boar, Helicobacter, gastric mucosa, PCR, histopathology



