
Introduction

Hydatidosis is caused by the larvae of
Echinococcus granulosus, which is a cosmopolitan
parasite. In pigs, this parasite causes great economic
losses to the national economy. Due to the post-
slaughter losses connected with disqualification of
organs or their partial usefulness for consumption, it
constitutes quite a serious problem in meat
processing. For many years, because of the great
epidemiological danger, hydatidosis has been
raising interest of veterinary physicians,
parasitologists and medical physicians [1–6]. The
highest risk of hydatidosis persists in the Lublin

province, north-eastern Poland (in the Białystok and
Olsztyn regions), and the Wielkopolska province
[7–9].

The aim of this publication is continuation of
studies concerning hydatidosis prevalence in the
Lublin province.

Material and methods

The study material included annual reports on
the official examination of slaughter pigs obtained
from the Veterinary Inspectorate in Lublin.
Moreover, veterinary physicians from the
Veterinary Health Inspection of meat plants who
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Table. 1. Prevalence of hydatidosis in pigs in the Lublin province in the years 2005–2008

Years Number of examined pigs Prevalence/number of infected pigs 

2005 839 886 (6.99%)/58 744

2006 293 197 (18.01%)/52 808

2007 268 225 (13.77%)/36 936

2008 176 062 (8.58%)/15 119 

Total    1 577 370            (10.37%)/163 607 
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examined the carcasses of slaughtered pigs were
consulted.

Results 

In the years 2005–2008, the prevalence of
hydatidosis in slaughtered pigs in the Lublin
province amounted, on average, to 10.37% (Table
1). Kozłowska et al. [7] demonstrated similar
prevalence in the Lublin province (10.39%) in the
years 2001–2004. 

In Poland, the prevalence of hydatidosis in pigs
amounted to 5% in the period 1994–1997, whereas
in the Lublin province and north-eastern Poland
during the same period of time it exceeded 10% in
slaughter pigs [1,10].

It should be stressed that veterinarians employed
at the Veterinary Sanitation Inspection of meat parts
who examine slaughtered carcasses do not
differentiate between Echinococcus granulosus and
Cysticercus tenuicollis infection.

The prevalence of E. granulosus echinococcosis
among humans in the Lublin province in the study
years was higher than the national average and
exhibited a growing tendency in subsequent years
(Fig. 1) [11–14]. 
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Fig. 1. The prevalence of echinococcosis among humans in the Lublin province in years 2005–2008
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