Folia Malacol. 29(1): 51-53

MALQS&%%Q&!&&
(4

The Association of Polish Malacologists
Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz University
Bogucki Wydawnictwo Naukowe

Poznan, March 2021

https://doi.org/10.12657/folmal.029.003

SHORT COMMUNICATION

FIRST RECORD OF EOBANIA VERMICULATA

(O. E MULLER, 1774)

(GASTROPODA: EUPULMONATA: HELICIDAE)

IN ROMANIA

STELIAN GRIGORE

Museum of Human Evolution and Technology in Paleolithic, Princely Court National Museum Targoviste,
Romania (e-mail: stelian.grigore @gmail.com); © https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9384-3634

ABSTRACT: Eobania vermiculata (O. E Miiller) is recorded for the first time in Romania. Other Mediterranean
and Balkan species have entered the south of Romania — Dobrogea, or will do so in the near future. We
expect the rest of Romania to be invaded, because the Danube is not an insurmountable barrier for some

of these species.
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A northward expansion of some terrestrial gas-
tropod species has been observed for the last two
decades; the spread has been accelerated by the
intensification of trade, tourism development and
cross-border freight transport. Among the regions of
Romania, Dobrogea has the most favourable condi-
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Fig. 1. Map of Romania with the locality in Costinesti

tions for the invasion of Balkan and Mediterranean
species. The climate and calcareous substrate of the
coastal area in south-eastern Dobrogea favour accli-
matisation of the new arrivals.

As early as four decades ago, Alexandru V. Grossu
anticipated the occurrence of this phenomenon in the
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Fig. 2. Mature individuals of Eobania vermiculata in Costinesti

near future (GROSSU 1983). In the last two decades,
there has been an expansion of the Mediterranean
species both in the east and in the northwest of their
original range (MIENIS 2002, UESHIMA et al. 2004,
AL-KHAYAT 2010, PELTANOVA et al. 2012, AL-KHAFAJI
et al. 2016, RONSMANS & VAN DEN NEUCKER 2016,
PALL-GERGELY et al. 2020). The purpose of this short
communication is to confirm with certainty the first
record of Eobania vermiculata (O. E Miiller, 1774) in
the Romanian mollusc fauna.

The terrestrial gastropod fauna of the Dobrogea
region has been studied since the 19th century, be-
ing the subject of numerous works until the last
decade of the 20th century (MONTANDON 1887,
LICHERDOPOL 1900, GROSSU 1972, ZEISSLER 1983,
NEGREA 1994). During the period 1990-2020, the
region was monitored annually in April-May and
September—October. On April 30th 2015, on the sea-
front of Costinesti Town (Fig. 1), 22 mature speci-
mens of E. vermiculata were found in the Flutist Girl
Statue Park (43°56.62'N, 28°38.29'E).

The habitat in which the snails live is located on a
terrace, 6 metres above sea level, right on the seafront,
20 metres from the sea shore. The bedrock is com-
posed of Sarmatian limestones, covered by a loess
deposit and consolidated sands and clays. The hab-
itat is a wasteland, bordered by a hedge of Ligustrum
vulgare, with Elaeagnus angustifolia and an association
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