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Abstract

Agritourism is a chance in view of attractive for municipal population, healthy and relatively
cheap rest. First of all it constitutes an additional earnings source for agricultural farms as well as
development of infrastructure of country region. The development of agritourism is one of the
ways to improve countryside areas. It helps local communities to get additional income. The most
important aim is also to create new work places and diminish unemployment. It is also a chance
for small farms to develop and keep production.

The aim of this article is to evaluate the development of the agritourism and its influence on the
transformation in agriculture and rural areas in the Bytow district.
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INTRODUCTION

Holiday tradition in the country is not a product of recent years, it began in the 19"
century. Agritourism not only changes the image of the village itself, along with its
development, but it fulfils the changing requirements and demands of tourists. It
creates new opportunities for using of rural areas, agricultural buildings and local in-
frastructure.

The aim of this article is to evaluate the development of the agritourism and its in-
fluence on the transformation in agriculture and rural areas in the Bytow district.
Until the nineties of the 20" century the agriculture on the researched area was
dominated by agriculture socialized farms. Level of functioning and management
of the State Agricultural Farms (the PGRs) determined the state of the economy of
communes and the prosperity of the population. The collapse of this sector has been
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synonymous with the economic crisis of the whole region (Wisniewska and Jujka
2005). Restructuring and privatization of state farms resultedin, therefore, quite sig-
nificant changes in agriculture and the countryside. There was a reduction in agri-
cultural income and unemployment has emerged in the country, to so far unknown
degree. These negative occurrences were incentive for farmers to seek for an other
revenue sources by launching new activities to use the existing resources.

Condition for the proper development of rural areas is the need to develop forms of
entrepreneurship leading to the creation of new jobs and increase sources of income.
Agritourism is a form of economic activity, which can develop the surplus of labor
and creates the possibility of disposing of agricultural products directly to the farm.
Therefore it is a form of management which should be developed, especially in
touristic attractive to tourists and precious natural values (Patka 2003).

Bytow area, due to the natural values, landscape and recreation, has excellent condi-
tions conducive to the tourist services provided by the farmers.

TOURIST VALUES IN THE BYTOW DISTRICT

The district, thanks to its localisation among hills and forests, belongs to the areas of
substantial tourist values. There are 28 lobelio-oligotrophic lakes within the whole
Bytow district. As many as 12 lakes are situated in the area of Bytow community.
Very well developed hydrographical network is also an important element of the
tourism product in Bytéw district.

Woodland areas amount to 117 157 hectares. Bytow district belongs to regions with
the highest percentage of forest cover (53.4%) in the Pomeranian voivodship. The
largest percentage of forest cover occurs in the commune of Studzienice (67.2%).
Within the limits of the district there is also a part of “Dolina Stupi” Landscape Park
and two separate areas of protected landscape: “Jezioro Bobigcinskie Wielkie ze
Skibska Gora” and “Zrodliskowy obszar rzeki Brdy na wschod od Miastka”. The
beauty and uniqueness of nature Cashubia caused that there are already 13 nature re-
serves in this region. There are many hiking and biking paths passing Bytow district.
Great attractiveness of Bytow district is determined by varied and rich fauna. Many
valuable species of fresh-water fish allow for the development of angling, whereas
game widespread in the area contributes to the creation of hunting clubs.

Among the major elements of natural environment within Bytow district we may
distinguish landscape parks beside old palaces and mansions (however a little for-
gotten), which have substantial importance for tourism and sightseeing (for example,
trekking camps, bicycle paths). It is so, because they are quite important elements of
tourist values for this region. Within the limits of the district there are around 60
landscape parks situated beside old palaces and mansions in which one can find
many interesting old trees and shrubs. As far as the mansions are concerned, they
have interesting architecture and gripping location (Czapiewska 2003).

The city of Bytow itself as an administrative centre for the whole district, has un-
doubtedly some merits of a historic city with quite well preserved knight’s castle.
There are also clear traces of former municipal location and some interesting public
buildings erected between 16" and 19™ century. Inside the castle, there is West-
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Cashubian Museum with rich Pomeranian ethnographic collection alongside of in-
teresting artistic and historic works.

A man can enjoy and benefit from natural gifts and wonders of this area which, in
turn, serves as a perfect place for recreation and good rest.

CONDITIONS OF AGRITOURISM DEVELOPMENT

While the links between the countryside and agriculture are weakening, increasingly
important in the policy of modernization and structural changes in the village fea-
tures and will determine a diversification of economic activities, namely the aspira-
tion for multifunctionality, as it was in the late 50’s and 60’s, for example in the
Netherlands, Great Britain, France and Belgium (Hasinski 1999). One of the multi-
functionality symptoms of rural areas, caused by the need to seek additional sources
of income for farmers, is the development of rural tourism.

Agritourism as a form of recreation in rural areas of an agricultural character goes
on a nutrition-accommodation base and all leisure activities associated with active
farm (Strzembicki and Kmita 1994). Other authors, including J. Sikora (1999), D. Za-
rgba (2000), J. Majewski (2003) and M. Drzewiecki (1995, 2001) also indicate the
close relationship between agritourism and farm.

Table 1
Quantitative structure of individual farms in the Bytow district in 2006
s . .
2 Size of farms (in ha)
g
Commune 5 é 100
@ & 1-2 2-5 5-10 | 10-15 | 15-25 | 25-50 | 50-100 | and
Z %5 more
Borzytuchom 477 129 128 95 30 38 36 18 3
Bytow 1353 432 353 251 74 92 72 70 9
Czarna
Dabréwka 914 260 189 173 92 109 67 7 17
Kotczygtowy 490 129 123 70 51 87 18 4 8
Lipnica 826 87 80 134 120 164 182 50 9
Miastko 1370 556 300 194 82 105 91 30 12
Parchowo 675 160 166 131 45 66 88 16 3
Studzienice 463 118 104 76 47 59 51 7 1
Trzebielino 336 113 80 47 16 26 45 4 5
Tuchomie 613 | 246 69 75 51 73 81 11 7
District total | 7517 | 2230 | 1592 | 1246 608 819 731 217 74

Source: Dane statystyczne z Wydziatu Geodezji...; own research
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Bytow district is dominated by farms smaller than 5 hectares (50.8%). The highest
proportion of households in this group is located in communes: Bytow (58.0%) and
Miastko (62.5%). The largest households (50 ha and more) represent only 3.9% of
all households (Table 1). More than 97% of arable land belongs to the 4™ 5™ and 6™
class, representing 27.7%, 31.7% and 39.3%. Only 3 hectares of land belong to the
1* class. The weakest soil is located in south-east part of the district, i.e. in com-
munes: Parchowo, Studzienice and Lipnica.

In 1996-2006, the total number of farms increased by 2 723. According to data from
Agency for Restructuring and Modernization of Agriculture in Bytow about 3 500
farms has requested for direct payments during the last 4 years. Other households
take smart part in agricultural production, a large number of owners of these new
statistical farm land acquired them for recreation and tourism or for the favorable in-
surance in Agricultural Social Insurance.

Practice shows that other businesses are also interested in the activity of agritourism,
and these farms, which are located in areas predisposed to practicing tourism, often
quickly marginalize agricultural activities for agritourism.
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Fig. 1. Development of the agritouristic farms in the Bytow district in 1998-2008
Source: Dane z Wydziatu Promocji...; own research
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Farms have provided agritouristic services in the Bytow district since 1993. Their
number increase annually and the agritouristic product is constantly being supple-
mented. Currently there are 121 registered agritouristic farms (Fig. 1). However,
there are far more agritouristic farms than it is apparent from official data. Existing
law treat agritouristic activities as tourism services on the farm, and in its closest vi-
cinity'. If such activities as running the farm are carried out by the farmer and his
family, it is treated as a side occupation earning money and does not require notifi-
cation to the register of economic activities”.

The dynamic development of agritourism occurred in the last years of the last cen-
tury. The reason for its creation was likely a willing to have an additional source of
income, especially in the very difficult period for agriculture associated with ad-
justing to free market principles. Within ten years the number of households pro-
viding services in agritourism has increased several times (from 29 in 1998 to 121 in
2008). There are several causes of agritouristic farms number increase (Hasinski et
al. 2004):

KOLCZYGLOWY

TRZEBIELINO BORZYTU!

MIASTKO

LIPNICA

number of farms

below 2 7 13 19 above

Fig. 2. Agritourist farms in the Bytow district in 2008
Source: Dane z Wydziatu Promocji...; own research

' Act of Law from November, 19" 1999. The law of economic activity; DzU 1999, nr 101, poz.
1178.
2 Act of Law from August, 29" 1997 on tourist services; DzU 2001, nr 55, poz. 578.
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— search for additional sources of income by rural population,
— desire to raise living standards,
— use of additional resources on their households,
— use of a convenient location of the farm,
— possibility of disposing the products from the farm.
Location of agritouristic farms is strongly linked to the natural and cultural values of
the district. Tourists prefer areas with diverse landscape, characterized by a high rate
of forest cover and the occurrence of reservoirs and watercourses. For these reasons,
the location of agricultural farms have an influence on agritouristic activities
(Kacprzak 2004). Distribution of agritouristic farms in the Bytow district varies
widely (Fig. 2). Most agritouristic farms placed in Bytow (24), Parchowo (22) and
Miastko (20) are very attractive.
In addition to basic agritouristic activities, consisting of providing beds and food to
visitors, more and more households enriches its offer with additional activities. For
example, it is a production and sales of healthy food, craft, horseback riding, hip-
potherapy, horse-drawn carriage rides and winter sleigh ride.
Farm owners are trying to gain a competitive advantage by forming own agritouris-
tic product in interesting, sometimes innovative, services or by creating a branded
product. For example, agrotouristic farm of Regina Kossak-Glowczewska, located
on the outskirts of the Bytow city, offers “Robinsons holiday” for tourists, on a pri-
vate island with an area of 1.3 hectares on the Ostrow Trzebielski Lake of Lipnica
commune. The island is an ideal place to relax away from civilization and to organ-
ize survival camps. In turn, the manager of agritouristic farm named “Przystanek
Alaska” in Glisno Wielkie (Lipnica commune) has created places inspired by TV
show “Przystanek Alaska” for example: Holling’s Bar (attic of an old barn with
wooden tables), Dances Morty (stylish dance club in the barn), Ruth Anne shop
(with its own bread, dairy products and sweets) or Chris in the morning (computer-
ized mini-broadcasting).
The development of agritourism is one of the planning priorities of Bytow district
most communes due to:
— rich, free from pollutions of civilization and distortions of landscapes natural
resources, with a high utility in the development of tourist services,
— the favorable location of the district Pomerania, in one of the most popular
tourist regions in Poland and on foreign markets,
— the possibility of socio-economic development and tackle the backlog of in-
frastructure financed by the European Union in 2007-2013,
— the need to create alternative jobs for the rural population in non-agricultural
sectors, for which the development of tourist services and support services
could be the one of opportunities for rural development (Strategia rozwoju...).

AGRITOURISM AS FACTOR OF ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT
IN RURAL AREAS

Bytow district is losing its agricultural character. Influence includes: change in so-
cial behavior, increased education, changing needs and life goals, workers migra-
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tions, enterprise development and services in non-agricultural sectors. Community
of rural areas maintaining not only the lowest soil class, is leaving agriculture and
expanding forms of non-agricultural economy.

Agritourism is a very specific form of non-agricultural economic activity. Generally,
most of enterprising activities are undertaken in the well-developed regions, with
high values of economic indicators. In case of agritourism may be the opposite. Ag-
ritouristic farms may occur in communes that are characterized by disadvantageous
events, including high unemployment, negative demographic processes, a significant
percentage of employed in agriculture and also weak settlement network (Gralak
2002).

For many farmers agritourism is one of possible ways of disposing the products and
services, especially products manufactured in small quantities, niche products which
large manufacturing companies and supermarkets are not interested in. As it turns
out that the demand for niche products is sufficient to ensure livelihoods for many
manufacturers. Thanks to the outside input, the farms increased own capital that en-
abled investment. Making investment activities in the agritourism helped in urban
development not only for individual households but also to transform the entire vil-
lage or community.

Agritourism also activates its surroundings. Each agritouristic farm in a rural area
provides from several to a dozen jobs. Demand for agricultural products in the re-
gion increases, mainly for fruits and vegetables. In addition, the role of trade, trans-
port, telecommunications, construction and handicrafts including artistic using re-
gional traditions also increases. From changing country image, not only tourists but
also local village community have some benefits.

The most important aim is also to create new work places and diminish unemploy-
ment. It is also a chance for small farms to develop and keep production. Employ-
ment of the population in sectors other than agriculture is beneficial because it gives
the possibility of employment choice and creates diversity. It not only contributes to
increase of population incomes, but also to increase of attractiveness of the village
as a place to live and work.

Unemployment in rural areas and lack of prospects for improving standard of living
with decreasing income from agricultural production is essential in the development
of rural civilization. The expansion of tourism goes with process of developing so-
cial awareness. Contact with tourists releases in the inhabitants of the village the
need of better infrastructure facilities in rural areas, raises ecological and aesthetic
awareness of rural households (Matlegiewicz 2006).

Gradually, with the development of tourism in rural areas, tourism is becoming one
of the main factors that stimulate economic situation, triggering further initiatives of
local communities — thereby contributing to a systematic improvement of material
living conditions of rural families.

Agritouristic activity in the Bytow district is promoted by agritouristic associations,
agricultural advisory centers, local governments and other institutions. Activity of
farmers in the field of tourism ventures and other forms of economic activity has
been aroused by a well-organized system of advising. This is a very important factor
for business development of the rural population, including in the tourism services.
Based on a very large scale information campaign carried out in the numerous
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Table 2
Number of unemployed in Bytow province in 1998-2008
Vears Number of unemployed Unemployment
total rural areas cities rate
1998 7632 5231 2401 22.5
1999 9561 6455 3106 26.8
2000 11031 7504 3527 315
2001 11889 8021 3868 33.6
2002 11877 7925 3952 334
2003 11273 7591 3682 359
2004 11201 7465 3736 359
2005 10743 7149 3594 34.7
2006 9508 6571 2937 31.6
2007 6383 4388 1995 223
2008 5698 3695 2003 20.1

Source: Dane statystyczne z Powiatowego...; own research

training courses, consulting for many villagers are preparing for a start-up assistance
in publishing advertising, presentation and sale of tourism, media interest in the is-
sues, development and implementation of assistance programs with foreign funds,
initiation of the organizing in regional associations — it is certainly still incomplete
list of agricultural advisory.

Agritourism develops better by forming farm groups into larger units, which is con-
sistent with the principles of marketing (Wolf and Sitz 1997). At the test site there
are two associations of agritourism — “Agro Kaszuby” Association of Bytow district
and Association of Agritourism Development in Tuchomie commune. Thanks to
promotional actions, regional agritouristic associations make it possible to reach
with their offer a wide range of possible recipients. However, it should be remem-
bered that the main goal of these associations is not only the promotion of leisure in
agritouristic places of residence, but also activation of rural areas in a broad sense.
Steps which has been taken in this field are also important for the development of
tourism in rural areas. On the one hand, they are related to the development of infra-
structure (including the tourist one), but on the other hand they are aimed at the
protection of both cultural and environmental values of the region (Czapiewska
2009).
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CONCLUSIONS

In many countries, including Poland, the functional processes of rural areas has
caused the fact that the village is no longer an area in which lives and works only
agricultural population. More often people who live there have little in common
with agriculture. Transformation of rural and agricultural areas and people living
there, also caused the structure of livelihoods changes of the rural population, in
which agricultural activities began to play a less role. Previous concepts of villages
and rural areas are losing their former sense. In the future can be expected that the
only function fully “rural” and dynamically a developmental recreation will become
(Drzewiecki 1992).
The most important aspects that have influenced the development of agritourism are
countryside nature and landscape but also attitude of local communities and attrac-
tiveness of the place. Such as in the European Union, in Poland agritourism is an
important element in revitalizing the rural economy and the permanent part of the
concept of multifunctional development of rural areas.
Rural tourism brings important benefits for the region, villages, farmers and tourists,
which can be presented as follows (Zelazna and Mikuta 2002):
— obtaining income from non — agricultural activities,
— use of free work resources available at the farm and in rural areas, and living
quarters,
— counteracting against rural depopulation,
— the creation of new jobs in services associated (trade, transport, living and so-
cial services),
— multiprofessionalism meaning appearance of other professions than farmers
in response to tourist demands,
— maintenance of the farm, through the use of agricultural products in agri-
tourism activities and income from non — agricultural activities,
— change of lifestyle and model of consumption of the local population,
— experience improvement in entrepreneurship as a result of tourism activities,
— the development of local initiatives and activity of rural community including
the development of infrastructure supporting the ecological model of tourism
(transport, energy production, waste management, water, etc.),
— local infrastructure improvement,
— preservation of rural heritage and landscape conservation,
— the aesthetics of the village improvement, contact with other cultural models,
personal development of the rural population,
— the development of folk art and handicrafts,
— the natural environment protection by promoting forms of tourism which are
economically productive, socially responsible and environmentally friendly,
— touristic activities friendly to environment and landscape set up,
— maintenance of the landscape integrity, cultural values and the attractiveness
of the village and surrounding area.
Agritourism is a very important opportunity for small communities that are situated
far away from big metropolitan areas, for those communities which the only advan-
tage is pure, beautiful nature.
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Polish tourism in rural areas, especially the well-promoted agritourism, have been
socially acceptable, and reached a certain stage of development. Further relatively
rapid changes in this area are only possible in case of increase of the level of knowl-
edge among tourism-makers of these tourism forms and among local governments,
who should support and inspire them (Sawicki 2007).

REFERENCES

Bank Danych Regionalnych. (Regional Data Bank). www.stat.gov.pl, (access on the 4/12/2009),
(in Polish).

Czapiewska G., 2003. Promocja walorow turystycznych powiatu bytowskiego w kontekscie
zjednoczenia z Unig Europejska. W: Gospodarka turystyczna wobec integracji i rozsze-
rzania si¢ Unii Europejskiej. (Tourist attractions promotion of the Bytéw district in the
context of European Union access. In: Tourism economy to the integration and expansion
of the European Union). (Eds) K. Sikora, D. Makilta, Wyzsza Pomorska Szkota Turystyki
i Hotelarstwa, Bydgoszcz, 209-216, (in Polish).

Czapiewska G, 2009. Lokalne sieci agroturystyczne a rozwdj turystyki wiejskiej w wo-
jewodztwie pomorskim. W: Terra incognito w turystyce. (Local agritourism networks and
the development of rural tourism in the Pomerania province. In: Terra incognita in tour-
ism). (Ed.) M.K. Leniartek, Wyzsza Szkota Zarzadzania, Wroctaw, 213-221, (in Polish).

Dane statystyczne z Powiatowego Urzgdu Pracy w Bytowie. (Statistical data from the Em-
ployment Office of the Bytow district). 28/04/2009.

Dane statystyczne z Wydziatu Geodezji i Gospodarki Nieruchomo$ciami Starostwa Powia-
towego w Bytowie. (Statistical data from the Department of Geodesy and Rural Estate
Management Office of the Bytow District). 29/04/2009.

Dane z Wydzialu Promocji Starostwa Powiatowego w Bytowie. (Statistical data from the De-
partment of the District Office of Promotion in Bytéw). 29/04/2009.

Drzewiecki M., 1992. Wiejska przestrzen rekreacyjna. (Rural recreation space). Instytut
Turystyki, Warszawa, (in Polish).

Drzewiecki M., 1995. Agroturystyka. (Agritourism). Instytut Wydawniczy ,,Swiadectwo”,
Bydgoszcz, (in Polish).

Drzewiecki M., 2001. Podstawy agroturystyki. (Fundamentals of agritourism). Oficyna Wy-
dawnicza O$rodka Postgpu Organizacyjnego, Bydgoszcz, (in Polish).

Dziennik Ustaw 1999, nr 101, poz. 1178.

Dziennik Ustaw 2001, nr 55, poz. 578.

Gralak K., 2002. Zewngtrzne uwarunkowania powstawania i rozwoju gospodarstw agro-
turystycznych. (External determinants of emergence and development of agritouristic
farms). Zagadnienia Doradztwa Rolniczego, 3/4, 9-99, (in Polish).

Hasinski W., 1999. Rolnictwo indywidualne na Dolnym Slasku w okresie transformacji sys-
temowej. (Individual agriculture in the period of system transformation in the Lower Sile-
sia). Uniwersytet Wroctawski, Wroctaw, (in Polish).

Hasinski W., Gtaz M., Kemona S., 2004. Agroturystyka jako alternatywne zrodto dochodéw
gospodarstw rolnych na Dolnym Slasku. W: Pozarolnicza dziatalno$¢ gospodarcza na ob-
szarach wiejskich. (Agricultural activity as an alternative source of income for farms in
the Lower Silesia. In: Non-agricultural economic activity in rural areas). Rural Studies,
vol. 5. (Ed.) E. Patka, Warszawa, 137-150, (in Polish).

Kacprzak E., 2004. Rozwoj agroturystyki w wojewodztwie wielkopolskim w latach 1992-
2003. W: Alternatywne Zrodta dochodéw gospodarstw rolnych. (Development of agri-



Agritourism and its influence on the transformation in agriculture and rural areas... 85

tourism in Wielkopolska Voivodeship in 1992-2003. In: Alternative sources of incomes in
farms in rural areas). (Ed.) E. Patka, Kielce, 51-63, (in Polish).

Majewski J., 2003. Agroturystyka to tez biznes. (Agrotourism is also a business). FWW,
Warszawa, (in Polish).

Matlegiewicz M., 2006. Agroturystyka przyktadem przedsigbiorczosci ludnosci wiejskiej w walce
z bezrobociem. (Agrotourism as an example of enterprise the rural population against un-
employment). Europa Regionum, 9, 141-147, (in Polish).

Patka E., 2003. Rozwdj gospodarstw agroturystycznych w wojewddztwie §wigtokrzyskim.
W: Wspolczesne przeobrazenia i przysztos¢ polskiej wsi. (Development of agritourist
farms in the Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship. In: Conteporary transformation and the future
of rural areas in Poland). Rural Studies, vol. 4. (Eds) B. Gorz, C. Guzik, Warszawa, 137-
145, (in Polish).

Sawicki B., 2007. Agroturystyka w aktywizacji obszarow wiejskich. (Agritourism in activa-
tion of rural areas). Wyd. InterGraf, Migdzyrzec Podlaski, (in Polish).

Sikora J., 1999. Organizacja ruchu turystycznego na wsi. (The organization of tourism in the
country). WSiP, Warszawa, (in Polish).

Strategia rozwoju spoteczno-gospodarczego gminy Bytow na lata 2007-2015. (Strategy of social
and economic development of the Bytow district 2007-2015). www.powiatbytowski.pl,
(access on the 11/01/2010), (in Polish).

Strzembicki L., Kmita E., 1994. Agroturystyka — forma przedsigbiorczos$ci ludnosci wiejskiej
w Polsce. W: Alternatywne zrodta dochodoéw ludno$ci wiejskiej. (Agritourism — a form of
enterprise of the rural population in Poland. In: Alternative sources of incomes of the ru-
ral population). Biuletyn Regionalny Zaktadu Doradztwa Rolniczego, AR Krakow, 309,
(in Polish).

Wisniewska A., Jujka R., 2005. Bariery rozwoju agroturystyki na wybrzezu na przyktadzie
gminy Smotdzino. W: Zagospodarowanie przestrzenne i rozwoj obszaréw nadmorskich
w Polsce. (Barriers of development of agritourism at the coast exemplified by the com-
munity of Smoldzino. In: Land management and development of coastal areas in Poland).
(Ed.) M. Dutkowski, Wyd. Oficyna, Szczecin, 91-94, (in Polish).

Wolf J., Sitz E., 1997. Tourismus Mangement und Marketing. (Tourism Management and
Marketing). Miverlang, (in German).

Zargba D., 2000. Ekoturystyka. Wyzwania i nadzieje. (Ecotourism. Challenges and hopes).
PWN, Warszawa, (in Polish).

Zelazna K., Mikuta B., 2002. Bezrobocie jako determinanta rozwoju turystyki wiejskiej w re-
gionie kampinoskim. W: Wykorzystanie lokalnych i regionalnych czynnikéw w spotecz-
no-gospodarczej aktywizacji obszarow wiejskich. (Unemployment as a determinant of
development of rural tourism in the Kampinos region. In: The use of local and regional
factors in the socio-economic activisation of rural areas). Vol. 2. (Ed.) B. Mickiewicz. AR
Szczecin, 301-307, (in Polish).

AGROTURYSTYKA I JE] WPLYW NA PRZEOBRAZENIA
W ROLNICTWIE I NA WSI
(NAPRZYKLADZIE POWIATU BYTOWSKIEGO)

Streszczenie

Celem niniejszego artykutu jest ocena rozwoju agroturystyki powiatu bytowskiego i jej
wplywu na przeobrazenia w rolnictwie i na wsi.

Powiat bytowski, ze wzgledu na walory przyrodnicze, krajobrazowe i wypoczynkowe,
ma doskonale warunki, sprzyjajace $wiadczeniu ustug turystycznych przez rolnikow.



86 Gabriela Czapiewska

Agroturystyka przynosi istotne korzysci zarowno dla regionu, wsi, rolnikow, jak i tury-
stow. Przy zlej kondycji ekonomicznej wielu gospodarstw rolnych i stabym rozwojem spo-
leczno-ekonomicznym wsi, agroturystyka moze stac si¢ czynnikiem usprawniajacym warunki
zycia na wsi. Biorac pod uwagg problemy wsi i rolnictwa, rozwoj tej formy turystyki na pre-
zentowanym terenie moze przysporzy¢ dodatkowych zrodet dochodu dla miejscowej ludno-
$ci, a takze przyczyni¢ si¢ do ztagodzenia problemu bezrobocia na obszarach wiejskich. Po-
nadto stanowi szans¢ rozwoju, zwlaszcza dla gospodarstw mniejszych obszarowo, o niewiel-
kim udziale produkcji towarowe;.

Agroturystyka stanowi t¢ formeg aktywnoS$ci gospodarczej, ktora pozwala zagospodaro-
wac istniejace nadwyzki sily roboczej oraz stwarza mozliwosé zbytu produktéw rolnych bez-
posrednio w gospodarstwie rolnym. Rozwdj agroturystyki jest jednym z priorytetow plani-
stycznych wigkszo$ci gmin powiatu bytowskiego.

Prezentowana forma przedsigbiorczo$ci jest szansq rozwojowa gmin, zwlaszcza rolni-
czych, potozonych z dala od miast, o niezdegradowanym $rodowisku naturalnym i wysokich
walorach krajobrazowych i rekreacyjnych.



