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Abstract: Economic aspects of research and development activity in furniture industry in Poland in the years 
2007-2012. exceeding an 
average of industrial processing in total. The article presents an economic dimension of the research and 
development activity rendered by furniture companies in Poland. A comparative analysis has been carried out 
contrasting -

Statistical Yearbooks of Industry comprising the years in question. 
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INTRODUCTION 
more and more often becoming an indispensable 

part of economic activity as it guarantees progress which is important from the point of view 
of companies’ innovation and competition on the market. To a greater or lesser degree it 
applies to every sector of economy and it is usually based on cooperation between science and 
business.
spreading the cost and risk associated with an R&D project leads to higher expected profits 
than carrying out the project individually [ . This argument is 

- and skill-sharing as two basic motives 
for co-operation. 

In world literature one of the most widely used definitions of R&D was compiled by 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD OECD
R&D is creative work undertaken on a systematic basis to increase the stock of scientific and 

society and the use of this 
Central St

adopted this terminology for its statistical research too. In view of the special role of furniture 
industry 
covers the subject of research and development activity as well as innovativeness of 
companies functioning on the furniture market. 

OBJECTIVE AND RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The aim of the article is to determine the level of research and development activity in 

furniture industry as compared to industrial processing and industry in total. The analysis 
- “Statistical 

Yearbooks of Industry” published annually by GUS. In the conducted analyses a few ratios
have been used which may indicate the
outlays rendered on R& revenue from 
new or greatly improved products in net sales revenue . According to GUS terminology 
outlays on research and developm

— internal outlays that comprise the value of research and development work of a given unit 
conducted by own 
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— external outlays that comprise the value of research and development work in a given unit 
purchased from other units (domestic a

RESEARCH FINDINGS
From the research conducted by GUS it follows that internal outlays on research and 

development in industry in total increased almost twice as much from million PLN to
million PLN (table A decrease

of internal outlays on research and development in industry was reserved for industrial 
processing. Dissimilar tendencies were observed as regards furniture industry. The greatest 
value of internal outlays on R&D was noted at the beginning of the analyzed period 

the value was much 
of the ratio in question to 

it was much lower than the initial amount.
In the analyzed period investment outlays on research and development activity of 

million PLN t million PLN. In 
industrial processing similar 
lower and amounted to At the beginning of the analyzed period investment outlays 

in industrial 

decreased. a great increase in the value was noted. It needs to 
emphasized that hardly any funds covering 
they were only financed with the use of companies’ own capital. 

Table Internal outlays on research and development in furnit -

Itemization 

Industry in total
Industrial processing 6 4 5
Furniture industry 66. no data 4

Investment outlays
Industry in total 4 5 4
Industrial processing 
Furniture industry 6.5 no data 4

Budget funds
Industry in total 6
Industrial processing 4
Furniture industry - - no data no data no data 5

Own funds 
Industry in total 6 6 5 5 4
Industrial processing 6 6 6
Furniture industry 66. no data no data 6

Source -
- -

-

Research and development activity in a company is to a greater or lesser degree 
connected with the level of its innovativeness. In the analyzed period outlays on innovative 
activity of industry slightly increased from million PLN to million PLN 
(table . Their greate there was a fall 
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by over .
fluctuated greatly. At the end of the 

analyzed period 
Most outlays on innovative activity were 

spent on the purchase of new machinery
than a half of the funds were spent on the items in question. It applied to all –

enhancement of companies’ innovation were connected with research and development
activity
training 
industry -
mentioned respectively.

Table Outlays on innovative activity in furniture -
compared to 

Itemization 
Total

Industry in total 
Manufacturing
Furniture industry

R+D activity
Industry in total 
Manufacturing
Furniture industry

acquisition of knowledge from external sources and the software
Industry in total 
Manufacturing
Furniture industry

personnel training and marketing for new or significantly improved products
Industry in total 
Manufacturing
Furniture industry

- Statistical Yearbook of 
- -

- -

An economic aspect of innovative and research and development activities is reflected
by the share of net revenue from the sales of new or significantly improved products in the net 
sales revenue. The conversion of the undertaken innovative actions into actual sales revenue
is of great significance for the companies’ profitability. In the analyzed period the ratio in 
question for industry in total decreased from to chart In industrial 
processing a similar unfavorable tendency was observed – the share of net sales revenue from 
the introduction of new or significantly improved products decreased from to

than in the case of industrial 
companies. In furniture industry the fall in the value of the ratio in question was almost twice 
as much share of net sales revenue from products connected with innovative 
activity in net sales revenue

n unfavorable phenomenon for furniture 
industry. 
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from sales in 

-
466-

CONCLUSIONS
- on research and development activity in 

industry in total increased almost twice as much from million PLN to million
PLN – there was a decrease from 
million PLN to million PLN.

In the analyzed period there was a slight rise in the level of outlays on innovative 
activity in industry (from million PLN to million PLN
the analyzed period outlays on innovative activity in furniture industry amounted to 
million PLN the value of the outlays on 

year 
before. The primary objective
tools and means of transport. 

The share of net revenue from the sales of new or significantly improved products in 
net sales revenue in industry in total decreased from to In furniture industry the 
ratio in question decreased almost twice as much revenue from 
products connected with innovative activity in net sales revenue
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