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In memory of Wiktor Oktaba
(1920-2009)

Just 7 months before his t5‘-)(Ihirthday on September 6, 2009, Professor
Wiktor Oktaba passed away. It is an immense lossheé Department of
Applied Mathematics and Computer Science of thevehsity of Life Sci-
ences in Lublin. Professor Oktaba formed the depamt in 1952 and headed
it for 38 years until his retirement in 1990. Evafter his retirement he re-
mained a part of our department.

Professor Oktaba was fascinated with mathematieghematical statis-
tics and biometry. He devoted his life to researteaching and scientific
collaboration for over 50 years. He promoted 37 tergsof science and
17 Phds. He was extremely hard working and thissipasmotivated and
enriched his life with happiness. Professor Oktaba an enthusiastic person
with wide-ranging interests. Apart from his sciéiotivork he wrote memoirs
(during retirement), and led an active life, enfayisports, especially tennis.
He was also fascinated with classical music, tleeditlms and books. We
know that nowadays such professors are very haconte by, so we are very
grateful to have had the opportunity to work wiitmHor so many years.

Professor Wiktor Oktaba was born in Kiev on Aptdl, 1920. In 1925 his
pa-rents settled in Legionowo near Warsaw. In 1B88raduated from the
Leopold Lis-Kula Gymnasium and embarked on his aiglkeducation in
mathematics at the University of Warsaw. There hd the opportunity to
listen to very famous mathematicians such as: Wa&gerpnski, Karol Bor-
suk, Kazimierz Kuratowski, Edward Marczewski anthess. Unfortunately,
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his education was interrupted by the Second Worlt \ie spent the early
months of the war in Warsaw and later moved to Kazderz Dolny.

In 1944 he resumed his study in mathematics andgvely founded Uni-
versity of Marie Curie-Sktodowska (UMCS) in Lubliin 1947 he received
his Master of Science degree in mathematics. Ir¥ M@&s awarded his Phd in
mathematics at UMCS and in 1966 achieved the tfl@rofessor. He was
a fellow of the Rockefeller Foundation at lowa Stdiniversity in the
1959/1960 academic year. There he was acquaintddcaltaborated with
distinguished and world-renowned statisticianshsas O. Kempthorn, B. V.
Shah, T. A. Bancroft, G. Zyskind, J. N. K. Rao dhdHartley.

The scientific career of Professor Wiktor Oktalmencenced when as a
2" year student he was given an assistant positiothénDepartment of
Mathema-tics at UMCS, and lasted throughout his. IHlis scientific contri-
bution spanned the areas of experimental desighssts and probability. He
was interested in estimation and testing hypothésesnivariate and multi-
variate Gauss-Markoff models with missing obseorsi as well as regre-
ssion, variance components estimation and planeixgeriments. He pu-
blished approximately 220 original papers, 13 boeksl 8 dictionaries of
statistical terms.

Professor Wiktor Oktaba was a member of many siiesbcieties inclu-
ding: The International Biometric Society, The Im&tional Statistical Insti-
tute, The American Institute in the Division of Adnstrative Research, The
Institute of Mathematical Statistics, The Polish tMamatical Society, The
Polish Biometric Society. He fulfilled many diverfenctions in these socie-
ties and his scientific and organizational achiesetmwere recognized and
awarded by 56 medals and awards.

Professor Wiktor Oktaba had an enormous impactendevelopment of
biometry in Poland. He co-founded the Polish Biame$ociety in 1959, and
served as President of the Scientific Council frd&v6 until his death. In
1970 he initiated the annual Colloquium Biometricaomferences, which are
now international and last to the present day. e aitiated annual pro-
ceedings, and served as the Editor-in-Chief of dffecial periodical of the
Polish Biometric Society, Colloquium Biometricum,hiwzh has been pu-
blished since 1970.
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Professor Wiktor Oktaba passed away on SundayeS8dyar 6 2009, the
very day the 39 International Biometrical Colloquium was commengin
This conference was organized by our departmenthatd for the first time
in Kazimierz Dolny, the Professor’s favorite towis funeral ceremony was
held in Kazimierz Dolny on September 9 on the ey of the conference.
All friends, colleagues and students which attenttesl conference had an
opportunity to pay their last respects and thamk far the life he devoted to
mathema-tics, statistics and biometry.

He was laid to rest beside Janeczka, his belovéal afiover 60 years.
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